
Dr, E. L, Si~~ne, Manager 
Enviro~ental Protection Operation 
General Electric Company . 
One River Road 
Schenectady, NY 12345 

Dear Dr. Simons: 

ss 

This is in response to your letter dated March 27, 1975, requesting information 
regarding the administrative procedures by which the State of Hawaii, Department of Health 
conducts the NPDES permit program, 

In addition to Federal mandete end regulations, the NPDES program must comply with 
State laws. Enclosed for your information and review are copies of Chapter 37, Water 
Pollution Control, Public Health Regulations; Chapter 91, Administrative Procedures, 
Hawaii Revised Statutes; and Chapter 342, Environmental Quality, Hawaii Revised Statutes 
(R.R.S.), which are State statutes governing the NPDES program. 

The following addresses the specific questions raised in your letter: 

1. At what stages in the permit procedure may the applicant exmmine and question proposed 
permit conditions? -- and through what mechanism? 

The applicant is encouraged to ~ne, question and co!l!!llent upon the permit 
conditions at any time during the permit-processing procedure. 

In accordance with Section 8 of Chapter 37, a proposed draft NPDES permit is 
prepared and a copy is transmitted to the applicant. The applicant is requested to 
examine the proposed draft NPDES permit and submit his couments within thirty (30) 
days. A copy of the proposed draft NPDES permit is also transmitted to other government 
agencies of this· time affording them an opportunity to submit their views and recom­
mendation in compliance with Section 11 of Chapter 37. 

Upon the termination of the thirty (30) days, the comments received are reviewed 
and considered. The proposed draft permit may be revised baaed on the comments 
received. A public notice and fact sheet (when applicable) is prepared in accordance 
to Section 9 and 10 of Chapter 37, The public notice is mailed to a list of con-
cerned parties and also appears in a newspaper. The notice invites public inspection 
of the permit conditions and the submission of comments for a thirty (30) day period. 
The public notice also sets forth the procedures by which the applicant or any concerned 
party may request a public hearing pursuant to Section 13 of Chapter 37, A copy of· 
the revised draft permit, public notice, and fact shoat (when applicable) is transmitted 
to the applicant and other governmental agencies with a request for their examination 
and submission of comments within thirty (30) days. 



After t he expiration of the thirty (30) day comment period, the coamenta received 
are reviewed and considered. The propo .. d draft permit may again be reviaed baaed on 
the C0111118llta received. If it is determined that revisiona to the draft perait are of 
a aignificant nature, a public notice of auch changea would be prepared with an 
additional thirty (30) daya for the applicant and any concerned party to aubmit their 
comments or requeat a public hearing. If it is determined that a public hearing 
should be held, a notice would be prepared at least thirty (30) days prior to the 
date of hearing and would atate that ~ta would be received for another thirty 
(30) day period. The applicant ia contacted by telephone; notified of the impending 
issuance; and ia asked for any further comment• regarding the permit conditione prior 
to t he iaauance of tba permit. 

2. What opportunitiea exiat for informal or formal (adjudicatory) hearinga? 

The applicant uy request an inf ormal hearina, conference, or meeting at any 
time during the permit-proeaaaing procedure by telephone or l et t er. 

The appl i cant aay r equeat a formal hearing froa the Director of Health in 
accordance wit h Chapter 91 H.R. S. and Part A. Rules of Pract i ce and Procedure, 
Dapart.ent of Heal th, State of Hawaii (a copy &lao enclosed) either within thir t y 
(30) daya following t he date of the public notice or within twenty (20) daya fol lovina 
the receipt of the iasued pemt in person or by letter. The applicant may seek 
further appeal to the circuit in the manner provided i n Chapter 91, H.R.S . 

3. What opportunitiea exiat for poaaibla modification of permits prior to their expiration 
data? 

The applic.ao.t aay nblait a written ~equeat for modification of a panit when he 
feala that the aituatiOil wananta auch actioa. 'l'b.e Director of Health vil1 then 
review the requeat tow pdllit ••U.fi.catia ad detendne if it .. eta the requiraenta 
of Section 16 of Chapter )7. 

I truat that thia letter ad the aelo_. d:eouMnta annel'a your question•. Should 
you have ay ful'ther qu.atiODa, pleue ClGataot nr office. 

AH tauc 

!ncloauea t 

Sincerely, 

,he~~~ 
SBIRJI SONBDA, CHill 
!nviroameo.tal Pl'otaction and 
Health Service• Division 

Chapter 37. Water Pollution Cont rol, Public Health Regulations 
Chapter 91, Adrainiat rative Proceclurea, H.R..s. 
Chaptel' 342, Envir oa.ental Quality, B. R.S. 
Rulea of Practice and Procedure, Department of Health, State of Hawaii 

cct ~A, Jlagion IX, Pand.ta Branch (w/o encl.) 
EPA. Pacific I alande Basin Office, HI (w/o aucl.) 


